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speech; and what is more, if I could carry conviction to you today
because of my speech, I am afraid I would lose all faith in my
countrymen because it would demonstrate their incapacity to
observe things and events; it would demonstrate their incapacity
to think coherently; because I submit, there is absolutely nothing
new in this resolution that we have not been doing all this time,
that we have not been thinking all this time. There is abso-
lutely nothing new in this resolution which is at all startling.
Those of you who have followed the proceedings from month to
month of the Working Committee, of the All-India Congress
Committee every three months, and have studied their resolutions,
can but come to one conclusion, that this resolution is absolutely
the natural result of the national activities during the past fifteen
months; and if you have at all followed the course, the downward
course, that the repressive policy of the Government has been
taking, you can only come to the conclusion that the Subjects
Committee has rightly come to this resolution; and that the only
answer that a self-respecting nation can return to the Viceregal
pronouncements and to the repression that is overtaking this
land, is the course mapped out in this resolution.

I am not going to take the time of the English-knowing
friends over the religious subtleties of the pledge that the volun-
teers have to take. I wish to confine my remarks in Hindustani
to that subject. But I want this assembly to understand the bear-
ing of this resolution. This resolution means that we have
outgrown the stage of helplessness and dependence upon anybody;
this resolution means that the nation through its. representatives
is determined to have its own way without the assistance of any
single human being on earth and with the help of only God
above.

This resolution, whilst it shows the indomitable courage and
the determination of the nation to vindicate its rights and to be
able to stare the world in the face, also says in all humility to the
Government: "No matter what you do, no matter how you repress
us, we shall one day wring reluctant repentance from you; and
we ask you to think betimes, and take care what you are doing
and see that you do not make 300 millions of India your eternal

enemies."

This resolution, if the Government sincerely wants an open
door, leaves the door wide open for it. If the Moderate friends
wish to rally round the standard of the Khilafat, and round the
standard of the liberties of the Punjab and, therefore, of India, then
this resolution leaves the door wide open for them too. If this Gov-